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The Emperor replied to the Senators: u What you
say is very agreeable to me. . . . Our fathers had
adopted this rallying cry: 4 The King-is dead; long
live the King! ? These few words express the main
advantages of a monarchy. I think that T have care-
fully studied the feelings that my people have shown
in different ages: I have reflected on what has been
done at different epochs of our history, 1 shall still
ponder them. The war I am waging against Russia
is a political war. I have carried it on without
animosity: I should gladly have spared that, country
the evils it has inllicted upon itself. I might have
armed the greater part of the population against the
others, by proclaiming the emancipation of the serfs:
many villages urged this upon me; but when I saw
the degraded condition of this large class of the
Russian people, I refused to take this step which
would have consigned many families to death and
to the most awful torments. My army has suffered
losses, but these are due to the premature severity
of the winter. I accept the expression or your feel-
ings."

One would have said, to hear the Emperor, that
the retreat from Russia was merely an unimportant
episode in the vast romance of his career. To the
terrible catastrophes which had practically wiped out
his army, he referred only with these few words,
"My army has suffered losses." Of his own blun-
. ders, his own imprudence, his refusal of the advice
of all who knew the geography, the character, the